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ence is due entirely to a preponderance of stars between magnitudes Ql/2 and 6, that is, just on the limits of vision, while those down to magnitude 5% are more numerous by 85 in the northern hemisphere, Professor Newcomb is of opinion that there is no real superiority of numbers of visible stars in one hemisphere over the other. Again, the total number of the visible stars by the above enumeration is 5333. But this includes stars down to 6.8 magnitude, while it is generally considered that magnitude 6 marks the limit of visibility. On a re-examination of all the materials, the Italian astronomer Schiaparclli concludes that the total number of stars down to the sixth magnitude is 4303; and they seem to be about equally divided between the northern and southern skies.
THE   MILKY   WAY
But besides the stars themselves, a most conspicuous object both in the northern and southern hemispheres is tliat wonderful irregular belt of faintly diffused light termed the Milky Way or Galaxy. This forms a magnificent arch across the sky, best seen in the autumn months in our latitude. This arch while following the general course of a great circle round the heavens is extremely irregular in detail, sometimes being single, sometimes double, sending off occasional branches or offshoots, and also containing in its very midst dark rifts, spots, or patches, where the black background of almost starless sky can be seen through it. When examined through an opera-glass or small telescope quantities of stars are seen on the luminous background, and with every increase in the size and power of the telescope more andrectly upon the special subject of the present volume, that our next chapter must be devoted to a consideration of them.struments so as to produce maps of      "        "
